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Follow Peace with all Men, and Holineſs, 
| without which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. 


RO the Scriptures it is abundantly evi- 
ent, . at the firſt appearance of Chri- 
ſtianity, the exceflive Fondneſs the Jews 

had for that Form of Godlineſs they had 

SJ receiv'd from their Eccleſiaſtical Gover- 

norxs, which however ſtood only in di- 

vers Ceremonies, and Traditions of the Elders, in con- 

junction with a mighty Noiſe, and pretended Veneration 


for Moſes and the Law (of all which indeed they ſeem̃ 
very tenacious) was one of the chief Obſtructions to the,; 
embracing the moſt reaſonable and holy Scheme of Rev Inn 


ligion, and the beſt atteſted Revelation, which ever hu: "2 , 


or ſhall be given to Mankind, till the great Author of It” 
| ſhall appear again in Perſon, and in the View of the whales 
World, to own and reward his Followers; and avenge 
himſelf on his Enemies, who obſtinately and. perverſely 
contemned and rejected his Authority, and refus'd to be 
obedient to his high Commands. This Obſtinacy and 
noiſy kind of Zeal for Shadows and human Inventions, 
which is always obſerved to be [ſtrongeſt in thoſe who. 
have leaſt Xnowledge, as it utterly prevented many from 
receiving. the Chriſtian Revelation; ſo it caus d not a 
few, in whom it was weaker, and who could not reſiſt 
the powerful Arguments of the Goſpel, to receive it as 
it were upon certain Terms, and in ſuch manner as 
might ſecure and maintain the Pretenſions of the Law, 
which they could in no wiſe give up; for this was very 
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generally to the Jes a, Stumbling block. Moſt, of thoſe che 
therefore who found it. neceſſary to admit the. new to t 


* ” 7 © 


D6Arings, blended them with os, old ones Hm Meſes, his F 
and the Religious Cuſtorus of their Nation, which were conc 


become_altoztther as ſacred; and ſo ſtill inſiſted upon and 
the Neceſſity of Circumciſion, and the keeping öf the the 


Law and the Traditions of the Elders. And theſe un- and 
happy Prejudices in a very perverſe and obſtinate People, ther 
had, amongſt others, this ill effect on them, That it to t 
or their * very weak _ — and too 22 Ji 
to ſupport the mighty Weight which was to.relt upo ru 
ifs it corceeded to che more obſtinate and blind 15 Y 
15 . Force of their Arenments in defence of the I it 
Law, which they ſet up in oppoſition to our Saviour: itor 
Ir alſo exposd them the more to the Hatred and and 
Contempt of their Synagogues, who Accounted it al! and 
Inſincerity and Falſhood, and a baſe: Deſign to introduce | 1 


à moſt odious and pernicious Comprehenſion; to break fix! 
down'all the Fences of the Law ; and to reſolve their Vea 
Synagogues into Chriſtian' Churches, and ſo introduce rais' 
Pollution, Diſorder and Anarchy. And upon the whole, ſing 
as they were not far remov'd from their more bigotted it e 
= Brethren, their Affection for the Law keeping under the 
aid ſeſſening their Affection for the Goſpel, — mer 
but a lirtle way into its eſſential Doctrines and glorious Epi 
| Defighs ; and therefore more eaſily, "eſpecially. in times moi 
4s of®Perſecution and Difficulty, relaps' d. again into their“ leſt 
YE beloved Judaiſm and Enmity to Chriſt: for not having dep 
as our Lord has N it, it dureth perhaps for Let 


4 while; but when Tribulation or Perſecution ariſeth ing 

becauſe” of the Mord, by and by they are offended, i vac! 

Matt. 5 21. And in fact this diſpos'd ſome to apoſtatize © | 

from Chriſt : This was the fruitful Source of the Errors ma 

and Hereſies which diſturbed the Primitive Church, as go 

all Who are acquainted with the earlieſt Times well Th. 

| know; and indeed, what wild Fancies might not ſpring. the 
| | from this very odd: and inconſiſtent Conjunction and: her 
: Mixture of Notions and Principles in the Minds of Men? and 
2 And his in fine was the thing which ng, vanin and diſ- tak 
| pos'd ſo' many for that general Defe&ion from Chriſti- Goc 
anity, in the ninth Year of the Tyrant Nero, when he fall. 
| abliſhed an Edict againſt the Chriſtians throughout the Cr 
mpire; and. a great many, $0 ſhelter themſelves from an 


the 


hg” 
. 4 „ 
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the Violence of that Storm, threw off their Obedience 
to the King, Meſſiab, and meanly join d themſelves to 
his Enemies: at leaſt many did ſhrink back ſo far, as to 
conceal and hide their Belief of the Chriſt ian Religion 
and inftead of making, according to their Duty, a 
the great Examples which had been given them, a brave 
and open Profeſſion of it, they forſook the aſſembling 
themſelves together as Chriſtians, (Heb. 10. 25.) kept 
to the Synagogues only; and, at beſt, ſatisſied them - 
ſelves with a general, internal, and ſecret Belief of the 
Truths. they dar'd not own. C 

Upon this occaſion, in all probability, was this Epi- 
he written to the Hebrews, to confirm ſome in, to re- 
ſtore. others to, and to convince more of the Truth 
and Certainty of the moſt holy Chriſtian Revelation, 
and the due Obſervation of the Duties it enjoined, 

This is univerſally agreed to by the beſt Judges who 

e ſaid ninth 


ing: Now the Tuft ſhall live by Faith; but if any Man d * 


Now. theſe and divers other ſuch- like Paſſages have 
manifeſtly an eye to Apoſtacy from the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, and are undoubtedly defign'd to guard againſt it. 
That famous Paſſage in the 6th Chapter, is ſo much to 
the ſame purpoſe, that I can't forbear to mention it 
here: For it is impoſſible for thoſe who were once enlighten'd, 
and have tafted of the heavenly Gift, and were made par- 
takers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have tafted the good Word of 
God, and the Powers of the World to come, if they ſhall 
fall away, to renew them again unto Repentance; ſeeing they 
cruciſy to themſelves the Son of God afreſh, and put him to 
an open ſhame. Theſe things are very fitly ſaid to ter- 
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other view. But if the Apoſtle diſcovers this Epiſtle 


thoſe Points of Doctrine which he judged moſt neceſ- 


ET the it Verſe of the 12th Chapter; Wherefore, ſeeing we 
fare compaſs'd about with ſo great a cloud of Witneſſes, 
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ieh patience the race that is ſer before us; not — 
aer, being diſcouraged at, or terrified with any Dif- 


diſcourag d, and diſpirited, and frighted into Apoſtuc 
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to rouze the Doubtful and WW averings i 


' and to render all ſtedfaſt and conſtant in their Faith an 


Obedience; and can I think hardly be underſtood in ãny 


was written in a time of Perſecution, by his frequent 
and earneſt Exhortations to Patience under Sufferings 
and Perſeverance in the Faith; he no where does this in 
a more — — manner, than in the latter part 
of the 10th Chapter, and in that part of the 12th Chap- 
ter Which precedes my Ter. $f 5 
The Author of this Epiſtle, after having eſtabliſhed 


fary at that time to be urged to the Hebrems, in the 
roth Chapter begins a very preſſing Exhortation to 
Perſeverance-and Conſtancy in the owning and publick- 
ly profeſſing 'of the Chriſtian Religion; together with 
an invincible Patience and Firmneſs of Mind, in ſuffer- 
ing whatever might befal them for the ſake of Jeſus the 
Author and Finiſher of our Faith. a SUE OH 701 
Through the whole 11th! Chapter, he ſets before 
them ſeveral. great Examples of thoſe antient Worthies 
who in times paſt had render d themſelves illuſtrious by 
their Faith and Patience, of whom the 'World was not 
worthy, ver. 38. and from the whole concludes thus in 


he Force, and Power, and Excellency of a genuine 
Mich in God, ler us lay aſide every weight, and let us run 


culties we may meet with in our way. Nay, farther, 
ſays he, Ver. 2. if every thing «elſe fail to give you ſuf- 
ficient Strength and Vigour; and Reſolution, look' unto 
geſus the Author and Finiſher of our” Faith; and at leaft 
let his high Example prevail: confider what, and in 
what manner he ſuffer'd for 6, and this will ſurely be 
a powerful Motive to you, bravely and patiently to ſuf- 
fer for him, and undergo all the Calamities, and Dif- 
ficulties, and Perſecutions you may be exercis'd with 
on his account: ver. 3. Conſider him that endur'd ſuch Cm. 
traditt ion of Sinners againſt himſelf, left ye be, or, that you 
be not wearied, and faint in your minds; that you be not 
y 
bf 


— 


a 


0 : | 
| : 4 wm is 4 2 
F — % ry EET... \ 
7 7 © ' a2 
: * 4 nt 5 — = 1 
1 15 \ 3 N 0 0 1 0 5 \ 
a oF it 7 l 4 " F © 
g * 5 + GEL Ao J 8 
5 « * R , 1 EF AS ai vg * r 
5 oF 7 N 2 8 N by IL E's * 1 # 4 * 
1 a 8 i iS 4 8 ä MES on, 
: ; v ke. ft MS 2 1 e = T9 n > +; 
* ” 2 5 * . 1 y * * 4s p Wu „ 5 | ing * 
- F x _ 2 Gy of, 330 * N 4 Y — - 75 5 |- 
77S Lx 8 pe FO . we 
os - 1 
Ou 1 | 
a 


All 


* 
AY 
- 


* 
* 
. 


— * F 
1 3 4 p .—- 
N 1 4+: JI =. 
83 1 3 * . 
; 2 — * } "v4 - 


< 
I 
3 
> 
2 
ppm 
pag 
' 
1 
2 
= 
. 
@ 
© 
= 
2 
7 
= 
2 
E 
— 
an 
6 
8 
7 
3 
1 


4 


Chap. 10. ver. 32, 33, 34. ſome had endured a. great 7 
Fight of Affictions, were made a Gaxingſtoct both ß 0 
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we to riſe in their Minds, he adds, ver. 11. that tho he 1x 
| dily allow'd-that chaſtning for the preſent ſeemeth nau 8 
be, and in it ſelf, if: we look no farther, certain ET 
not joyous, but grie vous; nevertheleſs, .afterwards, in 
end, it yieldeth the peaceable Fruits. of Righteouſneſs uns 
them that are exerciſed thereby. And then, ver. 12. 
infers from the whole, Wherefore lift up the Hands which” 
hang down, and the feeble Knees : From theſe and ſuch 
like Conſiderations rouze your ſelves, and renew your 
Strength and Vigour to the Combat which you are to 
maintain againſt Sin and all magner. of Temptations pn 
be not overcome by Fear, of Sloth, or Wearineſs; but — 
exert yourſelves to the uttermoſt to run on your Chri- 
ſtian Race Wirk Patience. And ver. 13. Male ftrait 
Paths for your Feet, i. e. as thoſe who run a Race care- 
fully keep in the direct way, without wandring and 
making needleſs Excurſions; ſo do you keep ftrialy to 
your Chriſtian Courſe, without deviating from it, or 
making your ſelves any unwarrantable Allowances ſor AN 
the fake of. avoiding the Ridicule and Contempt, the . | 
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lage, and moſt violent Perſecution,” to whic 


£ 


vou, left' that which is lame be turned out of the may, ny 


trary, let every one of you reſolve. and endeavour, by 


under all manner of Difficulties and Sufferings, to con- 
firm and eſtabliſh others in that Doctrine which yon 
ought in all things to adorn, and not diſnonour. And 
then come the Words of the Text, ver. 14. Follow Praq 
with all Men, and Holineſs, without which no Aan pal 


ong an Exhortation to Patience, and Conſtancy, and 


with ſeveral things of the ſame nature to the end of the 
Chapter, and all; urg'd to Perſons under Perſecution; 
maſt I think be underſtood accordingly as a part of 

Exhortation. 1 * N q 4 . 11 * 5 
I I have thought it neceſſary thus largely to deduce and 


Q 


4 . 1 2 
” * _ — — - 
f = I 2 D 
n 

75 7 1 8 ks. 
. 0 A K 

# N 2 * * 3 2 

1. * bat 
wh. 2 * 6 
b 


5 5 1 7 * 25 : 1 GY - 2 
s 8. . £ 
: 1 eff ! ? 2 LS 
a. * * 1 2 E bo j 
- * _ rs * 3 p . 
- Sa V BM . * BY . 
| $6.38 n . 
7 x * z 
ö anekion 0 
4 * END - £ a ad 


> 2 had in them a ſpecial View to that Pea 
KFHolineſs in Religious Matters, which is to be o 


ec by all, bur is mere immediately ro, be 
esd upon, Perſons in the Circumſtances in which the 


e Words of the 


the ſcore of their Religion, not by the Wiſe and Good, 
but the worſt of Pagays; (and it can become only Tu 
to perſecute in any manner or degree fox Matters purely 


s were under ſuch afflicting Cireumfſtances; 
58 4 were to be prudently advis'd and encourag'd, on the 
8 one hand, not to be over- rigid, aſſuming; moroſe, and 

"+ obſtinate; not to put on a ſtiff Appearance and De- 

WT -.. pPortment towards thoſe from whom they differ d; not 

' #80 rigidly to inſiſt and lay too much ſtreſs: on, or proudly 

| impoſe unneceſſary ot uncertain Points, whether. of Spe- 
gulation or Practice; not to improve every little thing 

into matter of · Debate and Strife; not to. ſet ups and 
| | | | advance, 
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= malicious and bitter Reflections, or the. Loſes ang 4 

| 4 tre. 
nuous and hearty Profeſſion of Chri ianity may expok 5 
det i rather be healed; . g leſt they who are weak and > 
oravering be-by your ul Example encourag'd to give mi 
and renounce their holy Profeſſion: but on the Con- 5 


your Conſtancy and. Perſeverance, and noble Patiencelf 


ee the Lord. Which being immediately join'd to fol 
Perſeyerance in the Faith, and being likewiſe follow'df 


.. aſcertain the Time, Occaſion, and Deſign of writing! 
ether with the N Situation and 
ext; becauſe I think 


ebrews then were, who were ſeverely perſecuted on | 


32 —— and of a religious nature.) And as the — 
FP ew ey | 


oe 


eee 
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ance, and fondly adhere, to their own narrow unſo- 
Wciable. Schemes and private Opinions, to the diſturbance: 

of others, and the confounding, weakning, and ſub- 

an erting of Chriſtianity : but on the contrary, the A- 

pöſtle puts em in mind, that they were to conſider, 
what they ow'd to all Men; that they ought diligently, 

to put on. a truly Chriſtian and Catholick Spirit, and a 

noble generous Largeneſs of Mind; to ſtudy, and en- 

dea vour to the uttermoſt to live in Peace and Friend- 
ſhip with all Men, carefully, avoiding to give offence, 
* 


d diſturb, the Peace and Quiet of the Publick, or of 


1 : 


private Communities, or indeed of any one's Mind z 

| that like the Apoſtle. they ought. to, become all things 
to all Men to uſe all their Skill, and Diligence to make 
the Differences between them and others as few and as 


undiſſembled Affection to all for Whom Chriſt died, 
by ſacrificing their own private Opinions to Pesce, 
and Love, and, Unity; by, all, which they would re- 
commend their holy Profeſſion, ſoften the ſavage Diſ⸗ 
oſition of their Enemies, and in ſome degree at leaſt 
lont the Edge of the Weapons form d againſt them: 
and therefore it was highly neceſſary. and, adviſable 
to follow peace with all Xen, But then, on the other 
hand, as they were expos'd to very great Dangers, and 
might be tempted. to betray, undermine, and apo 

tize from the Chriſtian Religion, by making too ma 
| Conceſlions and unwarrantable.Compliances with the 


Enemies, partly to avoid the, Dangers. and Miſeries t 
which they ſhould: otherwiſe be expos d; and partly, ny 
may be, by being too lax in their Principles, and car” 
rying that charming Diſpolition and Love of Peace into 
an unreaſonable and unlawful: Extreme: the Apoſtle 
adds, that at the ſame time they. followed after Peace, 
to recommend themſelves to Men, they ſhould remem- 
ber and be careful to follow Holineſs too, as what was. 
abſolutely neceſſary to recommend them to God „ 
that in all their Condeſcenſions and the Allowances they. _ 
ſhould, make, they muſt keep ſtrictly to the Will and 
Laws of God, without departing. from the leaſt Com- 
wandment, and ſee diligently to it, not to make 3 
Compliment of the Trath and Purity of their Religion 
Ito the Smiles of the Great * Powerful, nor to their 
8 own 
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ſmall as they could; and. abby their real and hearty; ß, 
; to 2 | oy 3 


10 A SErMON preach'd at 1 
__ own temporal Eaſe, Pleaſures and Intereſts, They muſt 
=—_ not for fear of Ridicule, or to avoid giving offence, run 
= into the ſinful Cuſtoms and Uſages of the Place or Com- 
3 pany in which they were; nor out of Good-Fellowſhip, 

or what ſome might perhaps call Breeding and Good- 
Manners, comply with the criminal Liberties in which 
others would allow themfelves: and tho they were for 
peace-ſake not to endeayour or deſire to force any to 
receive their particular Notions and Interpretations, and 
. uncertain Concluſions ; however they muſt. not there. 
fore, in complaiſance to others, entertain or patronize 
any known Error or Vice, it being as dangerous as un- 
lawful to follow the Pretences of Peace and Uniformity 
ſo far, as to run into the devious Waſtes, and among the | 
frightful Rocks of Sin and Unrighteouſneſs; and forſaking 
and loſing, for ever loſing the pleaſant peaceful Ways of 
the God of Holineſs, and Truth, and Purity; to which 
Holineſs, and Truth, and Purity, all who take on them-. 
ſelves the honourable Profeſſion of the Chriftian Reli- be 
Zion, ſhould have a ſpecial regard in all thing. wi 

This which I have now given you, ſeems. probably | 
to be the Senſe and particular Deſign of the Apoſtle in po 
the Words of the Text, and therefore I intend ro con- th 
fider them more eſpecially in this view. The Words ta! 
_ in themſelves may indeed be underſtood as a general re 

eule, enjoining. us in the largeſt ſenſe to follow Peace R. 

Ret all en, and Holineſs; not only as to our Conduct on 


Religious Matters, but likewiſe generally in all our pe 
eil, both publick and private Concerns; and in every WM wi: 
pacity and Station in which we may find our felves x fe: 
aced by the good Providence of the All-wife God: an 
or theſe Vertues are frequently inculcated upon us in St 
the Holy Scriptures, which are given us by the Prince us 
of Peace, and Son of Righteouſneſs. To this purpoſe F. 
are alt thoſe Paſſages which ſo earneftly recommend WF 0 
Peace and Good-will, -brotherly Love, mutual Forbear- WW i 
ance, univerſal Charity, to love our Neighbour as our Nt 
ſelves, and even to love our Enemies, to do good to m 
all Men; and F it be poſſible, as much as lies in us, to pi 
live peaceably with all Men; Rom. 12. 18. And alſo p. 
thoſe ſeveral warm Exhortations to Righteouſneſs, Pi- C 
ety, Vertue, and Purity of Life, to love and obey Wl a 
God with all our Heart, and Mind, and Strength, and tis 

| „ = | to 


- 


| to be holy as our Father who is in Heaven is holy, and 


the great God, and ſupreme Governvur of the World; 
bo is it likewiſe of unſpeakable advantage to Mankind, 


wy ry State and Condition, whether here or hereafter. 
| To confine our felves at preſent to a Proſpect of this * 
Life only, we know, Men can't ſubſiſt without Society; _ = 


no Art or Violence can pluck it up; beſides our inter- 


him a fociable Creature, believing nothing in Man to 


| Finger of God, has pointed out to us: And yet with- 


nal Creatures: can be in; Families, Cities, and Com- 
| pions, Tygers; and all manner of venomous and ra- 


| Compaſs, and inceſſantly ſpending their utmoſt Rage 
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to be perfett as he is perfett. And this noble, gene- 
rous, peaceable, and holy Diſpoſition of Mind, as it is 
every Man's Duty, and highly acceptable in the ſight of 


and abſolutely neceſſary to their well-being in eve- 


there is ſuch a mutual Dependance upon one another ſo 
ſtrongly planted and rooted in our very Natures, that 


nal Diſpoſitions and ſtrong Inclinations to Converſe, and 
which ſhine out ſo clearly, that ſome of the antient 
Philoſophers have thought fit to define Man, by calling 


be ſo eſſential and diſtinguiſhing as this; we are-like- 
wiſe, as to our external Condition, viſibly plac'd by the 
wife Author of all things very much in one another's 

power: and tho Men were to condemn themſelves to 
the moſt, unnataral and uncomfortable State, and be- 
take them to Deſarts, and ſolitary ntains and Fo- 
reſts, there to lead a ſavage Life in the moſt obſcure , - R_—_ 
Retirement, they could not remove themſelves out ohle_—_—_ 

one another's reach; for even theſe places would be 

pen to their rude Incurſions, and inevitably haunted —_ 
wilder and more ſavage Monſters, than they are at pray 

ſent. The only Remedy: for all the numberleſs Evil 
and inconceivable Miſeries, into which an independa 
State in every particular Man would certainly plunge. 
us, is this of Society, which Nature it ſelf, that is, the 


out theſe: Vertues of Peace and Holineſs, Society, in- 
ſtead of a Good, will be the worſt Condition ratio- 


monwealths will be only ſo many Swarms of Scor- 
pacidus Creatures, pent up together in à narrow 


and Fury upon one another; for no Creature is mor 
fierce and unruly than Man, or -expos'd to more Fail- 
ings, which difturb and overturn Society, when he 
* B 2 | throws 


* 
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throws off all Reſtraint, Our own Experience, as well 
as the Hiſtory of all paſt times, ſnews us, that moſt ſavage 
Man exerciſes all his Cruelties, not like the gentler Beaſis 
of the Foreſt, upon thoſe chiefly of a different kind, but 
even more eſpecially upon Mankind it ſelf; and beſides 
the Stings of Hunger and other natural Appetites, which 
it ſeems are not enough abus'd to the worſt Purpoſes, 
they have created to themſelves other more powerful, 


Violence and Oppreſſion, and the vileſt Acts of Injuſ- 


an endleſs burning Thirſt after things ſuperfluous, which 
muſt be continually gratified, no matter how ; they 


Chains of Slavery, while they ravage the World. Out- 
Springs whence 


Stations of Life. Hence ariſe A 
SE incour, Enmities, ' Diſcord, Confuſion, and endleſs 


Di orders, Hence ſpring all kinds of Violence, Injuſ- 
Sc, Oppreſſion and Fraud; hence come Robberies, 
Forrid Murders, and cruel Devaſtations by Fire and 

ord, together with all manner of direful Calamities ; | 


Ind in fine, hence proceed the mighty Armies of Im- 


and too ſucceſsful War upon Religion and Vertue, eſta- 
bliſhing Infidelity and Impurity, Irreligion and Debau- 


centiouſneſs and numberteſs Abominations, which ut- 


private Perfons break to pieces all the Bonds and Ties 
of Duty, Friendſhip and Relation; and by theſe, ſu- 
— Governours, and Men of great Influence, whoſe 
Sphere of Action is large, and widely extended over 
the commoner ſort, when they throw off the Reſtraints 


at leaſt more frequent and miſchievous Incentives to 


tice and Impiety. Thus they have rais'd in themſelves 


have planted in their very Hearts the moſt pernicious : 
of all Evils, the curſed Sins of Ambition, Pride, and | 
Avarice, which lead captive Vertue in Adamantine 


rageous Malice, fierce Reſentment of petty Injuries, and 
# implacable Revenge, do almoſt ſeem the natural ProduCt | 

of a human Mind; theſe are ſome of the inexhauſtible | 
ngs ur forth thoſe deep foul Rivers of Sin 
and Wickedneſs, which ſpread themſelves over the 
whole Earth, and pollute all the ſeveral Degrees and | 
uarrels, Envy, Hatred, | 


piety, Vice and Profaneneſs, which make a conſtant, | 


chery, Atheiſm and Immorality, and all manner of Li- 
terly ſubvert and deſtroy all Society from amongſt Men, 


and bury the Diſt inctions of Good and Bad, Right and | 
Wrong, in one common dreadful Ruin: for by theſe, | 


of 


. 
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of Reaſon and Law, ſpread Ruin and Deſolation through- 
Wout the World. ne, | 
Thus then you ſee as it were in miniature a Repre- 
ſentation of Man's uncultivated Nature, which may well 
be liken'd to a deep wide Sea, which theſe unnatural 
& Paſſions ſoon blow vp into a dreadful Storm, and render 
very turbulent and boiſterous, and hardly to be confin'd 
within any Bounds : But of what amazing Force and 
Efficacy then muſt thoſe divine Virtues be, which can 
BE remedy all theſe mighty Evils, which can ſubdue, ma- 

nage and tame the wild ſavage Nature, and make it 
mild and calm; which can curb and reſtrain all the 
unruly Paſſions, and confine them within the bounds 
of right and good, juſt and honourable ? Nothing 
can be more amiable or beneficial to Mankind; | 
e and here, no doubt, you'll fix your Thoughts upon 1 
t- that Peace and Holineſs which the great Lover and 9 
d Benefactor of Mankind fo earneſtly recommends to 
it BY us, not for his own Advantage, but for our Good; 
le for theſe moſt powerfully expel all noxious Humours, 
in and naturally tend to ſettle an everlaſting Sereni- 
de ty, Quiet, and uninterrapted Happineſs among Men: 
d BF And notwithſtanding the Corruptions of our natural! 
4, Appetites, or any unnatural Propenſions and Diſpoſi _—_— 
is tions we may have contracted, theſe great Virtues h . 
\. ving once gain'd Admiſſion into our Hearts, and a fi 
S, Power there, will render us pure and holy as that brig 
d Flame which warms the Breaſts of Saints, gentle as TIN 
„ BE nocence, and kind and peaceable as Love. For a truly 
n- peaceable Diſpoſition of Mind will conſtantly exert 
t, ſelf in all manner of generous and wonderful Acts of 
a- Goodneſs to all Mankind; twill teach us to put on 2 
u- calm, modeſt and friendly Behaviour towards every one; 
i” 8 and is always bent upon that beneficial Work of promo- 
t- ting the Growth of publick and private Peace and Con- 
n, cord; and accordingly is, in all caſes, forward and 
1d ſtrongly inclin'd to put the moſt candid and favourable 
e, WW Interpretations upon Mens Words and Actions, and 
es not quick-ſighted to ſee their Failings, and forward to 
u- blow them through the World, or lightly to play with 
ſe another's Reputation and Good-name : for a generous 
er and good Man would ſooner ceaſe to breathe, than one 
1s Wy contagious peſtilential Breath ſhould eſcape _ ” 
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blaſt his Neighbouar's Fame. The true Diſciples of the 
Lord Jeſus, whoſe diſtinguiſhing Character it is to fal. 
low Peace with all Men, and Holineſs, poſſeſs a Mind 
ſeaſon'd with the Divine Arts of Peace and Works 
of Purity: and therefore, inſtead of improving Occa- 
ſions of quarrelling, by returning ill Language, or hard 
Words, or by relenting the Reflections and Affronts 
put on them by violent, angry, or abuſive Men; they 
rather ſtrive to moderate Matters, and by a winning and 
engaging Sweetneſs of Temper, and ſoft Anſwers, to 
Wrath, Prov. 15. 1. when grievous Words 
would fir zp Anger, and blow up a Spark into a raging 
Flame, afterwards, it may be, hardly ever to be quenched. 
What bitter Conteſts and Feuds, and cruel Animo- 
ities are rais'd and: kept up in private Families, and all 
Societies, and ſometimes between the neareſt: Rela- 
tions, and thoſe who were once the greateſt Friends, 


only by the imprudent, raſh Words or Behaviour, and 
unpeaceable Temper 


r of ſome 5 which might all eaſily be 
prevented by obſerving the Injunction. in the Text, 20 


follow Peace with all Men? For then the buſy part of 
the World, who delight to intermeddle with the Af- 


urs of others, and the Secrets of Families, (there not 
—_—__M. being x more dangerous or miſchievous ſort of People 
SSpor Earth than. theſe) would confine their Diligence to 


eir own Affairs, and rather exerciſe themſelves in 


SW owing themſelves, and mending / their own - Faults, 
hn ſpying out and ſp 

"Nizhbour. And let ſuch People aſſure themſelves they 
ave às much Work of this kind. u 


reading abroad thoſe of their 


Earth; notwithſtanding: their 
Vices may not perhaps ſeem to be fo glaring and boiſte- 
rous as ſome Others: there are Complications of 
Diſtem pers, which: appear more {till and quiet, but are 
as dangerous and fatal as a burning Fever which attacks 
the Head and Heart with the utmoſt Rage and Vio- 
lence. But beſides their other Vices, this alone lays 
an in ſupportable weight of Guilt upon them; for their 
Tongue ſetteth en fire the courſe vf Nature, and is it ſelf 
Jet on fire of Hell, as St. James ſays, Ch. 3. ver. 6, This 
ſingle Vice is the Foundation of all manner of Evils; by 
calumniating, picking ap or making and carrying a- 
bout all kinds of Scandal and evil Reports againſt theic 
$0 eigh- 
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cour among the neareſt Relations, and ſo give Life. and 


the greateſt Evils, to Quarrels, all Acts of Violence ahd.. af 


would make ſuch dreadful havock in the World, are 


A 
2 
— 
OL: 


* 


Pinners-Hall, March 9. 373% rg, 
Neighbours, by judging and cenſuring the Conduct of 
Perſons of whom they know, but little, and. ſuch-like, 
they ſet Men at Variance, make or widen Breaches 
never again to be repaired; create -implacable Hatred _——— 
and Animoſities, and the bittereſt Jealouſies and Ran- —- 
Being to all manner of Confuſions and Diſorders, an 2 1 
Injuſtice, and to the moſt unnatural Murders, Pax 
ricides, and Treaſons. And the Guilt. of all theſg. 
Crimes will undoubtedly at laſt lie very heavy upen 
thoſe who were the vile Authors and Occaſions of them, 
however they may think of themſelves now. But 
ſuch as truly love and foſſem Peace, have not thus learu- 
ed Chriſt; they, with Uneaſmeſs and Diſlike, hear 
Calumniators, Buſy-bodies, and malicious Perſons, 
venting their miſchievous Tales, and modeſtly ſtrive to 
put a ſtop to their baleful Progrek and Influence; and. 
uſe all ways to promote and ſettle a laſting Peace and 
Harmony; a mutual Agreement, and good Underſtand- 
ing among all Men; and are therefore kind and benefi- 
cent to all, employ'd in campoſing Differences and. Diſe 
putes, and preventing or making up Quarrels which 
are apt to ariſe among the Haſty and Pailionate. - The 


Love of Peace makes them generous, humble, tempe- 
rate, courteous, ready to prefer one another in Love, 


averſe to Force and Violence, utter Strangers to Injury 
and Oppreſſion, always ready, not to reſent or return, * 
but to forgive and pity the I-will -and ill Offices of — 

others, as well as their Misfortunes; and in all caſes to . 
do Good for Evil, and to return Blefling for Curſing. Ml 
And thus the Love of Peace lays a Foundation for te 
laſting Good and Happineſs of the World; and intro- 
duces Juſtice, Charity, Piety, and all the glorious }. - 
train of Virtues; while the monſtrous Calamities and 
abominable Vices I have mention'd, which otherwiſe: 


ſtifled before they come to the birth, or inſtantly lad 
into a prof ff I 
But now, to come to that which I intended more 
particularly to inſiſt on at preſent, it may be ſadly ob- 
ſerved, that Religion, and even the pure, and holy, 
and peaceable Religion of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in 
a 


| 2 1 ou : * , ” *P * 
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a4 moſt ſtrange and amazing manner, through the | 
e Who ＋ 


Baſeneſs, Corruption and Hypocriſy of tho 
make a Profeſſion of it, has been made the Occaſion 


and Inſtrument of numberleſs Diſputes and Conteſts, 


cruel Enmities, Hatred, Diſcord, private Grudgings 
and Heart - burnings, open Feuds and Diſſenſions, vi- 
olent Perſecutions, and Civil as well as Foreign Wars, 
together with all, manner of Violences and Diſorders; 
iu Pas been made the Cauſe and Pretence for perpetrating 
the greateſt Villanies, Robberies, horrid Murders, Af- 
ſaſſinations, and general Maſſacres. All which, 'how- 
ever, in every view and degree, and every thing which 
has ahy tendency to theſe, are directly oppoſite to, and 
utterly inconſiſtent with, the true Spirit and Genius of 
the Chriſtian Religion: but ſuch it muſt be 'own'd is 
the general and groſs Corruption of Man's Nature, that 
amongſt all the Sects and Parties which have pretended 
to form themſelves upon the pure Model of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, an impartial Man can hardly ſay there is 
any one ſort which has not too much given into the 


ſame Principles out of which all thoſe Violences and | 


Diſorders, Perſecutions and Maſſacres have naturally 
ariſen, Some. Sets and Communities have, it is true, 


more improy'd upon thoſe Principles, and actually run 


i -— a greater length in Wickedne S and Violence than 
cr have done; but L greatly. fear 25s is all the 
i firence, a difference in nothing but Degree, not in 


ind; the ſame Root ſeems to have ſtruck large Fibres 


bees Through all the different Denominations of Chriſtians, 
Wand would perhaps in the ſame warm Sun of Power 


have brought forth the ſame Fruits, and in equal Per- 
ſection: whence elſe ſpring the various Heats and Ani- 


moſities, the © Peeviſhneſs and Diviſions, .* the Schiſms 


and Impoſitions, and uncharitable Cenſures which if: 
turb the Peace and Growth of the Churches? and whence 
the numerous Creeds and: Articles of Faith, Authorita- 
tive Interpretations and *Anathema's, the Subſcriptions 
and Declarations,” and all the ne devis'd Foundation: 
Principles on which particular as well as National 
Churches are built? whence ' thoſe narrow Terms of 
Communion,"and Teſts of Orthodoxy ſo fondly eſpous'd 
and fiercely maintain'd by many? Theſe things, what: 
ever may be thought by fome, are all from the fame 

* Original 


2 . » 
„ _ 
Apa” 


pt 
ie 
ur 


S FRA 7 


283883243 


3 7 4 
* # : o 
of 


eee Principles: All equaliy, in defrance of 1 


zuries 3 which if they were to be expos'd in the open 


Tis common to ſee Men openty, not only, jultifying 


6s FOES 9 
* \ # 
vo 
PI 
ig 
* 


1 * W 
; * 4 x 7 N Ou. 
* 4 * 1 
* * : N 
2 e 
»- . * ; 4 1 
71 5 a 
* es L 
N 5 +24 
N So r 
„ - £4 - 
= * ” * 
" * 
. FP 3 * A 
: 9 1 s 
8 { ) 
, o 3 * 4 + 0 
> | ' 44M 
l 
— wal 4 
A - 4 4 
% 8 
2 
1 OV | 
* 


1432 
* * 4 4 


that, ahe Right of which is veſted th another Man ; ang 


* 
6: * 7 


. 
> < gu 
i 4 
4 RI 
* 1 
* 
i" 
. 


'Caſevbelbre: us; for indeed the Men of Religious Fut) a „„ 


n any other Poſſeſlions and Enjoy ments, as in theſe. 


and pleating for, bat acting their Injaries of this kind, 
ſometimes by a Law, and making a Merit of them, and 
turning them into Acts of Religion; but: to the very 
great Prejudice and * of the moſt holy Reli 
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"gion they profeſs, which neither knows, nor will ever 
excuſe any ſuch Practices. What's more common than 
to ſee Men aſſume to themſelves that extravagant Pow 
ex, not given to any, to preſcribe to, direct, and force 
the 8 of others, and rob them of their Peace 
and Purity, or elſe of their Religious Rights and Priyi- 
leges, by depriving em of that Society and Communion 
which they claim and deſire, but cannot purchaſe at 
ſo dear a Rat? All the Difficulties and Hardſhips of 
every kind, and in every degree, which are brought 
upon Perſons on the ſcore of Religion, come properly un- 
der the name of Perſecution, and are all equally found- 
ed in Oppreſſion, Violence, and Injuſtice. If it be 
lawfol and juſt, arbitrarily to break in upon the Re- 
ligious Rights and Privileges of Men; by the ſame rea - 
ſon, it will be equally lawful to break in upon all their 
Civil Rights and Liberties, which are not more ſacred 
nor better guarded by God and Nature: and therefore, 
if it be . and juſt to rob Men of their Religious Li- 
berties, by 1 — 7 9 other Terms of Communion, de- 
manding other Profeſſions of Faith, and making other 
Articles neceſſary to be believ'd, than Chriſt: 8 
Law-giver has done; then is it likewiſe lawful to ro 
them of their Civil Poſſeſſions and Liberties, by incapa- 
citating Laws, by Fines, Dragoons, Baniſhments, Gal- 
lies, and Impriſonments. And if all this be lawful, for 
the Honour of God and Religion, and the Good of Mens | 
Souls, as is infamoully pretended, tis likewiſe lawful 
for the ſame good Ends to inflict all manner of corporal 
Puniſhments, to exert the utmoſt Rage and Fury, and 
Barbarity, in deviſing Racks and Tortures, and all the 
moſt rn and even to poiſon, ſtab, maſ. 
ſacre, and give a general Looſe to all the execrable Paſ⸗- 
ſions and Violences of the moſt inhuman, relentleſs, and 
unmerciful Robbers, Aſſaſſins, and Murderers. And in 
fact, Men ſeem to have argued in this manner; and to 
have gone on, as they have found themſelves in Power, 
from one degree of Violence to another, till they have 
fill'd moſt parts of the World with Blood; and Slaugh- 
ter, and the moſt horrible Deyaſtations, and, if they 
may be beliey'd, in pure Love to Men, and for the 
Honour, Security, and Eſtabliſhment of the beſt, ' moſt 
holy, and peaceable Religion of the Prince of _ 2 
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But after all, theſe things do undoubtedly the greateſt 
Diſhonour and Diſſervice to Chriſtianity imaginable z _ 
even in the loweſt degree, they breed the moſt inve- 
terate Enmity, Diſſenſion and irreparable Diviſions, 
and bloody Perſecutions among Chriſtians ; they 
expoſe Religion to the. Contempt, and Ridicule, and 
Banter of Atheiſts and Infidels; and arm the Hea- 
then Powers againſt a Religion they ſee carries fo much. 
Miſchief and Danger in its Bowels, and whets their 
Rage and Fury againſt thoſe who, making a Profeſſion 
of it, ſeem to be the declar'd Enemies to Mankind. 
Well therefore did the Apoſtle exhort the Hebrews, 
then actually under Perſecution, and too apt to diſhonour 
their moſt. holy Profeſſion; 1 ſay, well did the Apoſtle 
exhort them to follow Peace with all Men, and Holineſs : 
for all the Evils and dreadful Calamities we have been 
mentioning, can be avoided no other way. And as we 
would have no part of that Guilt lie heavy, upon our own 
Souls, and hinder our being admitted to fre the Lord, 
may we all uſe our utmoſt Diligence to obſerve the whole- 
ſom Advice; and let us every one conſider, carefully con · 
| ſider and examine our ſelves, and ſtudy to follow Peace 
with all Men, and ary 4 without which, we ars infallje 
bly aſſur'd, no man ſpall ſee the Lord. E 
And to help you the better to diſcharge this great 
Duty, let me obſerve to you, and recommend to your 
frequent Recollection irs Extent, and the particular 
Offices wherein it conſiſts, And the boundleſs Love of 
God, and meritorious Death of Chriſt, are not more 
large and extenſive than this Duty; for all the Objects 
of the Diyine Love, for whom he gave his only Son tq 
the Death, on this account, as well as becauſe they are 
our Brethren and our own Fleſh, are the Objects of 
this Duty; therefore the Apoſtle has taken care to ex- 
preſs himſelf in the utmoſt Latitude, and exhorted us to 
follow Peace with all Men, with Men of all Degrees and 
Conditions, in all Caſes whatever, and under all man- 
ner of Circumſtances; and this, notwithſtanding any 
Notions we may fondly entertain, or any real Differen, 
ces between Men, in Mind, Body, or Eſtate , in Opini- 
ons, Words, or Actions, Notwithſtanding all theſe 
things, they ſtill continue to be Men, and the Apoſtles 
Exhortation is to follow: Peace with All Men, withgut 


G2 exception 3 
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exception; with all that * come under N 83 
nation: and every, peaceſu holy Man will delight. and 
rejoice to put the Duty in practice towards every Indi- 
vidual-of che Whole Species. And this, not. only to a- 
1 as much as in him lies, the running all things in- 
o, Confuſion, Diſorder, and. {tate of War; and ſo 
ding on .that train of. drcadfal Calamities we have 
before mention'd, which. are the natural and neceſſary 
Conſequences of the negl. off of. this Duty: but likewiſe 
from à Principle of . Juſtice . and Equity; becauſe he | to b 
knows and acknowledges, chat even by the Laws of God , mal 
and Nature, every Man has as. ftrong a Right. to his frot 
Love and Good- Will, and all manner of kind Offices, the) 
as he himſelf has to any thing. in the World, which | me: 
is called his, r even to Life it ſelfl. And, thereforo dee: 
he 6A fiders, that he cannot, aer ive any Man ol th eſe ther 
his juſt Rights, without 7 juſtice, and ſubverting are 
the fundamental Laws of Society and Property, ànd of | 
all Diſt inction N P08, and Bad, Right. and 
Wrong ,great Lag 39h; Viour has told us, it is 
the c of ee UNAn, anc 7 16 5 ad has. 
accordin bei it is Diſciples, that we 
love our Neighbour dat e all Men, ar our ſelves 3 and 
it has been univerſally receiv'd, Fg taught, even hy 0 
Heathens, that we ought. the do by Ae We wo , i 
others ſho de ah us, Which Hur; Saviour | YH, Mare To 
I 2,46 c and Subſtance of the Law and 
Re t:is founded in Nature it ſelf, and is one of Ne 
Princi en which, even all moral Virtues ſtand, - 
and therefore canngt. he deſtroy d or ſhaken without... 
dae e the whole Fabrick. Now .our;own, No | 
tell us, that we delire and would.gladly. have the Eſteem, 
Loye, and Good:will .of f others; and oh thts PH 


Hearts will tell us, and if we. will conſult. 11 mn Sl: 
mine for us, how. equitable. it is tante the ſame ! 1 cot 
the ſame Love and G 75 will, tg. others, INE 1 Mon eal 
gladly, receive from th — * and; W jul 
dy to do every thing for others, Which. Ie e Hamas... de 


nity,:and Chriſtian: Charity, + ear us t f efb 

from them. Af in any, t er. ena 10. or 

or Action, we would de ſire t pe Ornpwith and forgivens.. eu 

we entertain any Aae ations, and Opinions, in. 

we chink it but rea ſona hie we hould be Fertan aa 
| judge 
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judge for our ſelves, to uſe our own Powers and 
Faculties, in the beſt, manner we can, without being 
oblig d to the impoſſihility of conforming our Sentiments 
to thoſe of other Men: and therefore we cannot but 


own it is highly reaſonable and equitable that we ſnould 


make the fame: Allowances to others, who undoubtedly 
are born with an equal Right to all the fame Privileges 
and Advantages with our ſelves. Every one naturally 


and neceſſarily believes his oπ]n Opinions and Sentiments 
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to be true; for tis this Appearance and Judgment which 
makes · him receive them as ſuch: ſo far as any others differ 
from, or are oppoſite to them; he una voidably concludes 
they are falſe. And hence we find that we are by no 
means content that other Men ſhould be angry with us 
becauſe of any diſſerenta of Opinion between us and 
them, and hecauſe we are not as much miſta ken as they 
are; and think it very abſurd and unreaſonable that they 
ſhould expect, and endeavour to compel us to'relinquiſh 
Truth for Error; and in oppoſition to all the Evidence 
we ſeem to have, ohlige us to embrace their Miſtakes, 
purely in complaiſante to them: which however is a 
thing not in our gower to do; for we can't forbear 
judging: as the Evidence appears to us, any more than 
we can with our Eyes wide open, and in the face of the 


Sus at Noon, judge it to be Midnight. And therefore if 


en, upon aceaunt of any different Sentiments, give 
us ſevere and unkind Language, fix upon us any ungrate. 


ful Appellations, or ſtigmatize us with the reproachfal 


Titles of Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, or any odious Party. 


Names z; if, they become: our: Enemies; deſpiſe us, en- 
deavout᷑ to ſet themſelves br other Men dgamſt us, ops" 


poſe our Inteteſts, and do us any ptejudicetor i office 


nin any Affair, or withdraw'\their Affection and Friend- 
ſhip, or any manner of Help and Aſſiſtante en fheſe ac. 
counts: hen theſe things affett our ſelves, e can very 


eaſily and readily ſee, and 1 of the In. 
juſtice and ill Uſage ; and are apt enouꝑli to ſay, and in- 


deed vith very good reaſon to ho aut thou that juug- 


et another Man's. Stu? 1b his o Maſter he ftandeth 
or falleth: Rom.. 4. But how then can any of us be 
guilty of the ſame Crime? För us to treat any others 


ia this ungenerous manner, is to ſtand ſelf condemn'd, 


and render our ſelves property Hereticks in the Serip- 
115 - „ ture: 


ES. 
r 
1 


22 A SERMON preachd at 


ture Senſe, according to St. Paul's Deſcription of em in 
his Epiſtle to Titus, chap. 3. ver. 11. is to break in up- 
on the Golden Rule of Juſtice, and to bid defiance to 
the natural Light of our own Conſciences, which all 


our Artifices can only dim for a little while, but ſhall 
never quite extinguiſh :” and in fine, it is to ſet up 


an arbitrary independent Power and Authority in every 
Man's own Breaſt, to act às he liſt, not only for him- 


ſelf, but for all others too; to eſtabliſh the worſt of 


Tyrannies, and open a wide Door to all manner of Li- 


centiouſneſs and Confuſion. Theſe things therefore we 


qught diligently to ſhun, as we would he the Diſciples 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, - who has commanded us to 
diſtinguiſh our ſelves from the reſt of the World as 
ſuch ; not to take upon us to judge one another, not to 
condemn or cenſure one another for any miſtaken No- 
tions or Qpinions we may entertain, but to love one 
another, and to follow Peace with all Men, and Holi- 
nels, And let me obſerve to you, it is not enough that 
we do all theſe things towards our Friends, and ſuch 


aß agree with us in Sentiments, and love us; this is pro- 


perly no part of a Chriftian's Duty, but what all Crea- 
tures naturally will do, not excepting the worſt of Men 


for de not even the Publicans the ſame ? but what Reward ; 
bave they ? oy. 46,47. Be ye therefore perfect, even 


4. your Father is in Heaven is perfect; ver. 48. and 
exerciſe all your holy peaceful Vertues, according to | 
the Example of God our Father, who cauſeth his Rain 
to deſcend upon the Juſt and : the Unjuſt; according to 
the Example of our great and dear Redeemer, who gave 
himſelf for the Sins of the whole World: and according to 
the ſtrict Injunction in the Text, exerciſe all your peace- 
ful holy Vertues towards all Aden; for all have an equal 


and a juft Right. We ſhould not ſatisfy our ſelves with 


performing the ſeveral Acts of Kindneſs and Affection 
towards our Relations, Friends, and intimate Acquain- 
tance ; but think our ſelves indiſpenſably ablig'd to per- 
farm them likewiſe to our Neighbours, and all Stran- 
gers, We ſhould heartily love and eſteem, and have a 
fincere Chriſtian Charity not only for ſuch as hold the 
ſame darling Opinions and Schemes with our ſelves, but 
for all other Perſons who make the fame publick Pro- 
feſſion, or are in the fame _— or wha live 1 the 
Pet ame 


* 
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fame Nation; and likewiſe for all Foreigners, of all Per- 
ſuaſions. We are to conſider our ſelves as Seryants to 
one another, and muſt therefore be ſabject not only ro 
the Good and Gentle, but alſo to the Foward; 1 Pet. 2. 
18. muſt act with Love and Peace not only to the Good 
and che Wiſe, but alſo to ignorant, miſtaken, obſtinate, 

| and to wicked Men. A-truly Chriſtian Love and Cha- 

rity cannot be confin'd; but will ſhine out like the Sun 
in the Firmament upon all indifferently, and ſcatter its 

Benefits throughout the whole World without diſtinc- 

tion, even upon the moſt notorious Hereticks, upon 

Infidels and Atheiſts, nay and upon Perſecutors for Con- 

ſcience ſake, who are undoubtedly worſe than all theſe, 

With what Luſtre does this great and wonderful Vertue 

ſhew it ſelf in the laſt bloody Scene of our Saviour's 

Life, when he was put to the moſt painful and igno- 

minious Death for doing the Will of his Father who 

is in Heaven; when he patiently bore all manner of 

Reproaches and ill Uſage from cruel, obſtinate, and un- 

grateful Men, the very Men he came to deliver and to 

ſave? But all their Provocations and bitter Malice and 

Ingratitude, ſerv'd only to magnify and fender more it- 

luſtrious his amazing and wonderful Goodneſs; and rai- 

ſed, not his Anger againſt them, but his Pity towards 
them: and therefore inſtead of reproaching them with 
their Obſtinacy, Errors, Hereſies, and Wickedneſs, for 
which however there never was ſo juſt an Occaſion, He, 
in the midſt of his Agonies upon the accurſed Tree, 
makes no other Return to all their ſpiteful and crue 
= Treatment, but in a hearty Prayer -that his Father 
would forgive them; to which end he, far from putting 
any rigid or ſevere Conſtructions on their Actions, plea- 
ded for them the very beft Excuſe he could, For they nom 
not what they do; Luke 23. 34. Let us keep this glorious 

Example always before our Eyes, that we may be the 
| more ſtrongly excited to the like generous, kind, and 
| forgiving Behaviour towards all who ſhall abuſe' or in- 

jure us in any manner or degree: Let us from hence 

learn to put the moſt candid and favourable Interpreta- 
tions upon Mens Words and Actions; to ſtudy to be 
rich in all Acts of Benevolence and Good - will, not to be 
overforward to cenſure and condemn others for their 
| Notions and Opinions, wherein they may differ from 


ere og, very freely t. en, one to enjoy 


n W N Heri. at 


but pa xecciling ang cogrees . of 


his own. s n and the full Liberty and free Ex. BW * 

. Exciſe 3 e Faculties and Powets-of his Mind; but 1 

moſt eſpecially in all Religious Matters, which are: con- N 

feſſelly of the ſutmoſt Conſequence to etery Man. Here 

it greatly; Wagens ue ip and uprightly, 4 
without Prejndice, Paſſion; pr any ſiniſter Byaſs ; and 1 

every one ſbould be very; centions of laying any Stum- 1 
bling-E lock. ia; his. Neighhout's:way; or creating unne- Ml . 

| ILY, altiess; which, maybe attended with ſuch Bl 

' Conſeguences as e may: not know: how-to-anfwer: — 4 
To avoid ore the bringint any of theſe Evils up- q 

our ſelves-or, others, nothing ende more eſfectual than 1 
the Duty ei the. Wy fokow Peace. with at 4 

Helineſs. O ers , (1 e Doi 1 

oy 6 ad; mrticuler Offices of: this Duty mays, 1 think; i -; 

i. very Hit ly. reduc d to theſe; two, not unneceſſarilx. fo . 
mulziplys . to 714gnify matters of Diſpute and Biffe. WI = 

rene. Hell be be the great God of Heaven, and Earth, 4 

who, While other Nations e Ignorance and 


Darkneſs, and in the; r zins and Fetters of human 
5 he. antifal-Declarations of. Weak 

en, has given to 4 and generally to confeſs, that 
the Holy Scriptores alone are t be our Rule and Gdide 
in all Religious Matters; that they are the complkat Bo- 
dy of Religious Laws, and that no Powers en Earth can 
add, alter, or diminiſh; one point or tittie, not ſo much 
as in the way of an authoritative Interpretation, which | 
may be binding upon the Conſciences of any but themſelves 
alone. All mis! is in it ſelf ſo very evident and _ 
that it was made the one ſole Foundation-Principle! o 
which the whole beautiful Fabrick of the Proteſtant: Re. 
formation was at firſt raiſed, and now ſtands firm and 
unſhaken amidſt all the unſightly Ruins of Popiſh Su- 
perſtition and Tyranny r: 

And now in this broad Light of the Goſpel, it wuſt 


AR 
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be the gxoſſeſt Diſingenuity imaginable for any to ex. 1 
peſt and. require of others, or indeed to take up to them. , 
ves, and eſpouſe any other Points of Faith or Prac. 2 
tice, or any Expoſitions and In terpreta tions, particular P 
Words and Phraſes, any Schemes and Articles of Faith, x 
beſides what ate plainly * in the 3-2 1 7 2 
- 
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"any Pretences whatſoever. The beſt Pretence has been, 
that they may be proved by good Conſequences, an 
deduc'd from the Holy Writings: But this has been a 
very fruitful Source of Strife, and Contention, and in- 
expreſſible Calamities in the Churches, and it may be 
hop'd will never more impoſe upon ſuch as truly deſire 
to follow Peace with all Men. What ſtrange exorbitant 
Powers and Authorities have ſome dared to challenge 
to themſelves? What a noiſe has been made with unin- 
terrupted Succeſſions? with regular Ordinations ? with 
"indelible Sacred Characters? Confeſſions and Abſolu- 
tions? What bold Alterations have been made in the 
Laws of Chrift and his poſitive Inſtitutions ? And what 
numberleſs Rites and ede have been eſtabliſn d 
in divers parts of the World, of which the Scriptures = 
fay not one word, which yet are pretended to be de- 
duc'd from em by good conſequence ? Which Pretence _ 
will never be wanting to thoſe who are ſtudying them- | =_—_ 
ſelves, and have baſe Ends to ſerve; But if any Man = 
ſeem to be contentious, we have no ſuch Cuſtom, neither the __ 
pure Churches of God. 1 Cor. 11. 16. Had Men always _ 
adher'd cloſely to the Scriptnres alone, we ſhould have .- 
heard but little of the Contenrions and Feuds amongſt > 
Chriſtians, which for want of this have been Fea | 4 
carry'd to 2 moſt exceſſive height, and have almoſt de- / "3 
ftroy'd Charity, Peace and Holineſs from the Earth. = 
That unneceſſary warm Diſpute between the Eaftern and = 
Weſtern Churches about the end of the ſecond Century, 
concerning the time of keeping Eaſter, would not have 
been carry'd on by Councils and Synods; nor would the 
Roman Biſhop have attempted to excommunicate all the 
Churches in Ala for differing from him in that mat- 
ter, had it been remember'd and duly conſider d, that 
the Scriptures, which are the only Rule, give no In- 
ſtructions about it. The whole Chriſtian World was 
thrown into the moſt violent Diſorders and Convulſions, 
by the furious Debates between the Arians and Atha- 
naſians, concerning the Manner of explaining an inex- 
plicable Myſtery; and each Party, as it gain'd Power, | 
endeavour d by turns to force its own Explications, and { 
Pe unſcriptural Words and Forms of Profeſſion, 
upon all others in the moſt violent and unchriſtian man- 
ner: but had they m_— Peace with all Men, _ 
ia | e wou 
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2428 A SERMON preachd at © | 
1 would have been more careful not to depart from the 
_— Scriptures; on the one hand, the Athanaſians would 
_— not have gone about to invent and impoſe their Expla- 
_ nations of what, at the ſame time, they own to be inex- 
—_ plicable; and the Arians, on the other hand, would 
modeſtly have granted many things are above the reach 
of human Reaſon, acquieſc'd in the Scripture-Account, 
bt. | and not demanded nor expected any Explication, nor 
_— made it neceſſary. In later times alſo, theſe and man 
Sg / other Theological Queſtions have been handled wi 
——_ great Heat and Fury by ſuch as are wiſe above what is 
written: Bur can ſuch be ſaid to * Peace, who put 
Mankind into a Flame upon theſe accounts? who are 
wholly taken up with Rites and Ceremonies, with hu- 
man Doctrines, Traditions and Explications ? with their 
_ own particular dark Notions, and diſtant uncertain Con- 
ſequences? in maintenance of which, they ſacrifice all 
the ſubſtantial and more weighty Matters of Religion, 
and look upon an entire Agreement in all theſe plain 
Points, as nothing without the other. 
Nothing can ſecure the. Peace and Proſperity of the 
Chriſtian Churches, but the giving our ſelves up to the 
Scriptures only in all things. The Experience of all 
Ages and Countries ſhews, that all other Attempts to- 


tion, Enmity and. Di | 
Inſincerity; and will never produce the pleaſant Fruits 


as a Point of a Religious nature, but what is plainly con- 


1 
Fancy and very fa 
to make all manner of Condeſcenſions and Compliances 
with all Men: this was plainly the Apoſtle's Practice, 
who became all things to all * that he might gain 


ſome. In the Apoſtles Times the Chriſtians ſubmitted 
to ſeveral parts of the Jewiſh Law, tho it was then abo- 
liſh'd, purely to pleaſe the Fews, and avoid all needleſs 
| Diſputes and Animoſities, which would otherwiſe pro- 
bably have ariſcn. Timothy ſubmitted even to that grie- 

WRA 
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| wards Uniformity, whether by Acts of State, or Articles 
of Faith, drawn up and impos'd by particular Churches, | 
Provincial and National. Synods, or General Councils, | 
are indeed only ſowing the Seeds of Strife and Conten- 
| tre Irreligion, Hypocriſy and 


of Peace-and Good-will, Righteouſneſs, Holineſs and pure | 
Religion. Be we therefore advis'd to advance nothing | 


. tain'd in the Scr iptorey, building nothing upon our own - | 
allible Imaginations; be we alſo ready | 
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vous Ceremony of Circumciſion, by St. Paul's Advice, to 
qualify him for a Miniſter of the Goſpel among the 
Jews 3 Ads 16. 3- And St. Paul, rather than give of- 
fence to thoſe that were weak, laid himſelf, and indeed. 
all Chriſtians, under very great Reſtraints, f Aear make. 
my Brother to offend, I will eat no Fleſh. while the World 
ander, leſt I make my Brother to offend, ſays he, 1 Cor. 
8. 13. There will, as long as Men live upon Earth, be 

eat Diverſity of Opinions among them, which will 
erve to exerciſe our Chriſtian Charity towards one ano- 
ther: but let us not therefore judge one another any more, E 
but judge this rather, that no Man put a Stumbling-block, _—_ 
ar "an occaſion to fall, in his Brother's may; Rom. 14. 13. , — 
Be our private Notions and Opinions what they will, we 
ſhould not make them a, Rule of Faith or Practice to 
other People; and tho they. may differ from us in ſome 
of. their Sentiments, we are not therefore to condemn. 

and reject them, or keep them out of the Church, and 
at a diſtance: from us, as the manner of ſome is; for the 1M 
Apoſtolical Rule is, Rom. 14. 1. Him that is weak in the 
Faith, receive you, but not to doubtful Diſputations; that "2 
is, without reſpecting, examining into, or judging the 
Difference. between their Thoughts and yours. The \ 
Kan apy indeed are to be our conſtant Guide, and we IE A 
muſt not act contrary to them, nor give up any thing 1 
in them; we muſt not diſown what we believe to be _— 
ö true, or NN what we think to be falſe; we muſt not =—_ 
do any thing we believe to be ſinful, nor omit what we ' 
"Þ e to, be our Duty to pleaſe any: for tho we are to 
ollow Peace, we muſt Vibe Holineſs too, and not be- : 
come impious, diſobedient, and irreligious for the ſake N ; 
of Peace, but on the contrary, always chuſe, be the Con- 
ſequence what it will, to obey God rather than Man: but 
then in all indifferent matters, i. e. in all things not fin- 
ful, or contrary to the Word of God, we ſhould be 
conſtantly ready to ſubmit our ſelves and our Practices 
to others, for the ſake of Peace and Concord, and to 
preſerve the Communion of the Saints; and not obſti- _ 
nately inſiſt upon our own Sentiments, to the diſtur- - 
bance of any, and the deſtroying the Unity of Chriſt's _— 
Body, and breeding Diſſenſions, Schiſms, and Diviſions ; 4 
in the Churches. 8 | ; 
_. 'Tis a groſs, Abuſe of the Apoſtle's Advice, to tand 
" D 2 4er 


48 NN preeld at | 
ri the Liberty wherewith Chrift bas made us free, to 


5 from thence to ſex up a Right in every private 
hriſtian to act as he pleaſes in Religions Matters, with- 


out regard to the Body, or any of his Brethren ; ſome, 21. 
I know, have carry'd this fo far, as to fancy themſelves nor 
ohlig d, purely in Contradiction to others, and to ſet ups \ the 
and ſhew, and affert their own Liberty, as they call it, ma 
obſtinately and rigidly to oppoſe, and refuſe to-coniply yet 
with the Conclufions, and Agreements, and Cuſtoms ma 
which ſome others are perhaps over-fond of; and all ſor me: 
no other reaſon, but becauſe they wil enjoy that Liberty the 
the Goſpel has given them. But I wiſh they don't un- hin 
der this colour break thro the greateſt Obligations the wh 
Goſpel has laid em under, and ſubvert Chriſtian Cha- diff 


rity, mutual Forbearance, and their Duty to their Neigh- Pr: 
hour; and inſtead of Liberty, ſet up Licentiouſneſs. of 
This Licence they plead for, dpubtleſs is not the Liberty to 
the Apoſtle. means; how elſe could he cauſe Timorhy to bu 
be circumcis'd, becauſe of rhe Jews, as was before men” cat 
tion'd ? And how could he fay, We that are ftrong, ought cot 
to bear the Infirmities of the weak, and not pleaſe our ſelves, get 
Rom. 15. 1. if we are not to ſubmit and give way tothe Fl 
Ignorant and Miſtaken, but muſt in all indifferent Mat- adt 
ters ſtrenuoully aſſert dur Liberty, and ſtand up for Pri- rip 
vileges ? It's doubtleſs a great —_ to be debar'd MF inf 


from the uſe of Meats, by the Fancies of ignorant Men; is 
but yet he, as was before mention'd; reſolv'd never to we 
cat Fleſh while the World ſtandeth, rather than make MF eo! 
His Brother to offend, and did not pretend to affert col 
his Natural or Chriſtian Liberty, like theſe Men; which da. 
however, he might certainly as reaſonably have done me 
in this caſe as any other: nay, he did not only re- in 


fuſe. to inſiſt upon this ſuppos d Liberty, but expreſly thi 
declared it to be unlawful ſo to do; 7 know, fays he, Fr 
Rom. 14. 14, and am perſuaded by the Lord Jeſus, that there at! 


is nothing unclean of it ſelf, ver. 15. Bur notwithſtand- he 
ing this, if thy Brother be grieved with thy Meat, now MN 
walleſt thou not charitably; tho it be in it ſelf lawful to tu 
cat, and therefore every Man be at liberty as to any di- dy 
rect Obligation, yet if it gives offence, the uſing that | UF 


Liberty is breaking in upon Chriftian Charity: and the an 

Caſe will be exactly the ſame in all other Abuſes of our | Al 

Liberty. Let ws therefore, according to the Apoſtle's E 
Advice, Rom. 14. 19. Follow after the things which * | 
| | or 
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for Prace;, remembring that he has determin'd, that ths 
all things indeed are pure, yet it 4 evil for that Man mbo_ 
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eatet h with offence, ver. 20. And that he aſlures us, .ver, 
21. It 6 vole ze. it is our Duty, neither to eat Heſt, 
nor to drin Wine, nor do auy thing of one Kind or 0+ 
ther, whereby thy Brother ftumbleth, or is offended, or i 
made weak; for tho you are free on all othet accounts, 


| yet yon are bound in Charity, and by the expreſs Com- 


mand of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 8, . to rake bred left by any 
means this Liberty of yours prove a N Mark to 
them that are weak}, and by the Abuſe. of it 58 deftroy 

him for whom Chrift died : Rom. 14. 15, How Chriſtian 
who diſagree with one arfother en account of theſe it 
different things, whether in matters of Speculation, 6 
Practice, and run into Schiſms. and Diviſions, for Wa 
of bearing with one another's Infirmities, will be ahl 


to anſier for their Condud at laſt, is apy ad OE 
e Wuty to 


buſineſs to determine, but tis our indiſpe 0 
caution one another; and therefore I muſt adviſe you to 
conſider it fot your ſelves, that you may avdid the Dan- 


- 


ger before it be too late. 


And to conclude, ro what T have already fg, let my 
add this further Obſervation, That as we muſt not 13 


150% Matters of Ding dr. - Difficulty, by, advancing, 
inſi 


ing on, or preſſing any Point or Notion, but what 
is plainly contain'd in the Scriptures z W pur ſhould 
we magnify, or lay more ftrets upon the Things therein 
contained, than the Scriptures themſelyes do- 'Tis very 


| common with us to call thoſe Points we are fond of, Fun- 
damentals; and then think tis very juſtifiable, nay com- 


mendable, to renounce Communion with ſuch as err 


in thoſe Fundamentals: but we ſeldom enquire whether 


the Scriptures have declar'd them Fundamentals; if not, 
Tm fure we have no power .to make them ſb, and to 
attempt to do it, is to uſurp Chriſt's Authority; which, 
he knew Haman Nature too well to intruſt with any 


Man, or Body of Men upon Earth. What the Scrip- 


tures make. neceſſary to a Chriſtian's Faith and Practice, 
by mere poſitive Inſtitution and Declaration, will, 


| upon impartial | Enquiry, be found to be very plain 


and ſimple; and not to cönſiſt in many Articles. 
All Men indeed ſhould uſe their utmoſt Diligence and 


Endeavours to underſtand the whole Scripture, and to 


praiſe 


2 A SERMON Preach'd, at 
ractiſe accordingly; but all it teaches is not made et 
ential and neceſſary to Chriſtianity, or Church-Com- 


diſtinguiſhed, and however we may differ in all other 
points, tho taught in Scripture, if we hold all the Scripture 
makes neceſſaty and fun mental, Lex there be no Strife, 
for we are Brethren, Gen, 13. 8. As we own no other 
Authority but the Scriptares, it muſt. be unjuſt and un- 
Tawful to require any other Terms. of Communion; 


finful to demandany other Profeſſions, Subſcriptions, or 
\ Declarations: for this can be done by nothing but an 
illegal and uſurp'd Authority, and is of. the moſt perni- 
cious and dangerous Tendency imaginable z for by the 
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Point or Article is made neceſſary to all the Members 
of a Church, the fame. Authority may require a like 


| f 


every Punctilſo and Circumſtance, this uſur yd Autho- 

rity, which Would ſoon grow unlimited, could contrive 
or imagine. And ſince no two Men in the World: per- 
fectly agree in all Points and 
Conſequence would be, that 


elſe there could be no Church in the World, nor no 


* 


us into ſuch, Extravagancies ! 
nies, and the violept Perfecu 
Church, have been ſet ot 
Human Traditions and Inyentions, yet they are in great 
meaſure” carried on for, kept. in countenance. by, or 
ginally begin iu, and are at bottom founded upo 
Pr incipte, of making the Things Areoce to, be taught 
in Scripture, tieceffary to be beſiey 


and profeſs d by all 


alſembled to draw up Fortis, to give their; Deciſions, 


Men's Bodies, f rectify their Minds: 
Violent and deſtructive, and 
Cruſades, have been raiſed 


82 


munion: Theſe things therefore ought to be carefully 


Agreement in another Point, and ſo in all Points, in 


Explications, the neceſſary 
| 54 BypocriF and Diſſimula- 
tion muſt de the great Foundation of the Church, or 


by, ort 
on this one 


e 


than the Scripture requires; and it is unwarrantable and 


fame reaſon that an Agreement and Conſent in one 


two Men qualified to hold Communion together; and 
What an abomitiable Principle muſt that be which lead 
9 hough all the Tyran 
utions in the , Romiſh| 
foot mainly for the fake off 


en 


Chriſtians,” For this were ſo many Councils and Synods| 


and to thunder out their Anathema's: For this have the 
bloody Inquifirigns been eſtabliſhed, wherein the moſt 
cruel and inconceivable T Nite, have been exercis'd on 
| For this the moſt 

even Civil Wars, and. holy | 
and carried on, with. the nt-| 
; | moſt 


— 
— 


the Great and Noble, 
Slaughter. 
To this mu 


tion, eſpecially if fir d by 


one 


Pinners-Hall, March 9. 17-2. 
moſt Rage and Fury, to extirpate Hereſy: 
have the Streets of Cities run down with human Blood, 
of all Ages, and Sexes, and Conditions, in general Maſs 
ſacres, which have ſuddenly and in a moment ſcatter d the 
venerable grey Hairs of the pious aged Man, the tender 
Bodies of innocent Babes, and the mangled: Limbs of 


3 


For this 


e 


all together in one promiſcuous 


„ ky 
{ be attributed all the Cruelties and Burns 
ings here at home in the Marian Perſecution the inex- 
preſſible Calamities of the Proteſtants in France; and 
the horrid Ravage and Deſolation pour'd 
rable Inhabitants in the Vallies of Piedmont and other 
places, to introduce and eſtabliſh the Unity and Purity 
of the Church. Large Volumes have been fill'd with 
the dreadful Accounts of the Cruelties exercis'd by the 
Roman Church alone; and much may be added con- 
cerning the Conduct of other Churches: tis happy, it 
may be, for ſome who cannot be charg'd with this 
heavy Guilt, That they have never had the Power to 
ew how. far this dangerous Principle would carry 
them. I would hope their Innocence is not wholly 
- owing to their want of Power; but where we ſee the 
ſame Principles prevail, tis very natural to expect they 
will produce the: ſame Practices. And therefore every 
| honeſt, every good and peaceable Man, will abhor and 
ſhun this dangerous Principle, as he would Poiſon, Peſti- 
lence and Death, and neyer put himſelf in the Power 
of it; for if he once gives way to it, no Man knows 
into what Extremes it may hurry him: it's very pro- 
bable it will run on with great Violence and Precipita- 
ppoſition, and ſpurr'd on by 
Power; in ſuch caſe none knows where it wonld ſtop, 
for we generally find Men not much diſpos d to abate 
any thing of their Power, but exert it. to the utmoſt 
to compaſs their End, That Man therefore who ſhall 
take it into his head to reproach or be angry with ano- 
ther for not admitting, in the ſame manner ke does, ſome 
particular Thing taught, it may be, in the Scrip- 
ture; or to withdraw or refuſe Communion with him, 
and the like; while the Scripture only teaches the thing 
to be true, but does not declare it is neceſſary to be 
beliey'd by all, nor give an | | 
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